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Career Exploration Project
THIS IS YOUR MIDTERM.  YOU WILL PRESENT ONE OF YOUR CHOSEN CAREERS 
TO YOUR CLASS IN A POWERPOINT PRESENTATION, 
AND THE GRADE YOU RECEIVE ON THIS PROJECT 
WILL BE A FORMAL GRADE.
Assignment: 
For this assignment, you will choose a career that interest you and research.    

The first page of your Career Exploration Project will be a letter to me, reflecting upon why you chose the career you chose.  Your cover letter MUST BE in formal, business-letter format, and it must be signed by you.  
In addition to this packet, you will find the questions for this Career Exploration Project on my website.  All questions MUST be answered in COMPLETE SENTENCES.

The career you choose to research must have ITS OWN HEADING, in bold.  Each question MUST BE NUMBERED ACCORDING TO THE NUMBERS ON THIS SHEET AND MY WEBSITE and MUST BE either in BOLD, UNDERLINED or ITALICIZED.  
Since you will be using outside resources, YOUR CAREER EXPLORATION PROJECT MUST INCLUDE A WORKS CITED PAGE, ALONG WITH INTERNAL CITATIONS.  Since you will be presenting most of your research in Question-and-Answer format, you will be expected to cite your source for EVERY QUESTION.  A CAREER EXPLORATION PROJECT THAT IS HANDED IN WITHOUT A WORKS CITED PAGE WILL LOSE 10%.

Sources/Power Point Guidelines: 
Sources for this paper can be found in the library and Online.  Some useful sources are the Occupational Outlook Handbook and the Vocational Biographies.  REMEMBER; use the Library website to locate good, appropriate sources to use for this project.  
Upon completion of this paper, you are to create a power point presentation to share with the class.  You are to include a synopsis of the career, the education needed, the job skills needed, the work environment and at least 3 other pieces of information that you found interesting, informative, surprising or that gave you specific insight to the type of career this would be over the long term.  Is it a career that you could see yourself doing and remaining happy in for the rest of your adult working life?  Your power point must have at least 10 slides (including the title slide) with your information as well as pictures and graphics.    

See the PowerPoint Project Sheet for slide details, formatting criteria & the scoring rubric.
Cover Sheet:

You will compose a one to two page executive summary as a cover for your research.  In this letter, you should identify and explain the career you selected.  Explain your thought process in selecting these career. What did you consider about your interests, values, and strengths? 

Discuss your reflections about your future career based on what you found.

· How does your work style fit the careers you have discussed?

· How would you envision the first five years in this career?

· How would you envision the next ten years with one of these careers?

· Discuss your personality type with regard to job pleasure, performance and success.

From a personal perspective based on your strengths, perceptions and experience, discuss your interest in the jobs you have researched and why they may or may not be potential career paths for you.  Would you find the job particularly satisfying?  Why or why not?  What is your next step in terms of pursuing this career or perhaps starting from the beginning and looking into different careers.

Research Parts A and B:

Research Questions A: Choose TEN or more of the questions below to research and present in your findings.  Answer length will vary depending on the question; however, consider 3-5 sentences as an appropriate base-line.
1.  What education is needed for this career?  (Explain type of education, where one can get it and how long it would
     take.)
2.  What training is needed for this career?  (Explain type of training, where one can get it and how long it would take.)
3.  Who are the largest employers for this career /field?
4.  Where can one find work in this field? (i.e. factories – hospitals – gov’t – schools – etc.)
5.  What is the average starting salary?
6.  What is the average ten-year salary?
7.  In which areas of the country could/would one live?  
- Discuss the cost of living in these areas (relative to salary – housing – etc.)
8.  What is the long-term outlook for this career?  (Will the need increase, decrease, stay the same, be eliminated?)
9.  What is the turnover rate for this career?

10.  What are the working conditions?  What are some of the hazards or disadvantages (i.e. health risks, moving to other locations for advancement, temporary or seasonal employment, etc.) of the job?
11.  What is the nature of the work?

12.  What are the responsibilities on the job? 
13.  Are there any professional associations that are necessary to be a member of this profession?

14.  Does one have to join a union?  How?  Explain.
15.  What are some related occupations?

16.  Are most of the workers in this field male or female?  (Would this make a difference to you in choosing this occupation?  Why or why not?)
17.  What do three people in the career say about their jobs?  (You may research your answer to this question and/or briefly interview someone you know in this career. Remember, this should be written in quote form.)

Research Questions B:  Choose ONE major employer in the three fields, state the name of the employer (these can be nationwide), answer ALL of the following questions.
1.  When do they hire?

2.  What are their requirements for hiring?

3.  Do they have allowances? (i.e. car allowance – travel expenses – moving allowances.)

4.  How does one advance?

5.  What are their family leave, maternity, sick and education policies?

6.  What is their average starting salary?

7.  How much experience does one need?

8.  Where can one move within the company (i.e. Are there overseas locations?)?

Career Exploration PowerPoint Project

Your Career Exploration PowerPoint project must include the following information and utilize the format described below. The PowerPoint must include a minimum of 10 slides including your title slide with your information as well as pictures and graphics. 

The criteria are listed below:

Slide 1: A title slide that includes your career choice, name, date of presentation, class, and instructor’s name.
Slide 2: A slide that gives an overview or synopsis of the career choice. It must detail and define the job title and the nature of the work. What is it? Define it.

Slide 3: A slide that details the education that is needed to qualify for this job and the continuing education requirements in order to maintain and/or progress within the chosen profession. 

Slide 4: A slide that details the skills needed to perform the job. It also must delineate and define any and all additional skills that would help you progress within this chosen field .

Slide 5: Work environment. Discuss and describe in detail the work environment. How does this environment reflect your interests, your personality, and your values. 

Slides 6-10:  Additional personal information; your insight into the career.  Consider what this career would be like over the long term.  Include interesting, informative, or surprising information that you learned about the career.  Is it a career that you could see yourself doing and remaining happy in for the rest of your adult working life?  Be detailed in your information.  

______________________________________________________________________   

Formatting Criteria

· Slides must be constructed in a way that is visible and easily readable to those watching presentation.  

· Each slide must contain enough information to address all the criteria using bulleted points.

· You must adequately explain all the bulleted points contained in each slide.
· Graphics/visuals/animation effects should heightened and enhance the understanding of each slides information.

· Your presentation should be appealing to the eye and it should reflect a high level of effort and creativity.

· You will also be graded on the quality of your presentation, including such elements as eye contact, body language, and speech clarity and volume.  Reading the PowerPoint directly off the screen to your class will result in a low grade for this category.  

· Save your presentation on your "H drive," a jump drive/flash drive and/or Google Docs. ALWAYS BACK UP YOUR WORK.  It should be in at least two (2) different locations.    

· You will also need to print your slides and hand them in when you do your presentation (consolidate to four (4) slides per page).  Consider printing on both sides to conserve paper.  

** Notes: 

1. Failure to present on the designated day will result in 20% reduction in grade for each day late. 

2. Presentation must be between 4-6 minutes long.  Points will be deducted if criteria is not met. 



CAREER DEVELOPMENT ORAL PRESENTATION RUBRIC

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Preparedness 
	Student is completely prepared, has obviously rehearsed, and is NOT reading off of the slides. 
	Student seems pretty prepared but uses the slides as a guide for content. 
	Student is somewhat prepared but is reading at least 30% of the time off of the slides. 
	Student is somewhat prepared is reading at least 50% of the time off of the slides. 

	Content 
	Project includes:  cover slide (with date and career name), well thought-out answers to at least 5 of the questions from Part A of the paper, and the education or training required after high school. 
	Project includes: cover slide (with date and career name), answers to 5 of the questions from Part A of the paper, and the education or training required after high school. 
	Project is missing one of the following: cover slide (with date and career name), answers to 5 of the questions from Part A of the paper, or the education or training required after high school. 
	Project is missing two or more of the following: cover slide (with date and career name), answers to 5 of the questions from Part A of the paper, or the education or training required after high school. 

	Enthusiasm 
	Facial expressions and body language generate a strong interest about the career in others. The career presented is clearly one with which the student can see him or herself pursuing. 
	Facial expressions and body language sometimes generate a interest about the career in others. The career presented is clearly one with which the student can see him or herself pursuing. 
	Facial expressions and body language seem faked. The career presented is one with which the student can see him or herself pursuing. 
	No  engaging facial expressions or body language attempted. Student did not generate much interest in the career being presented.  Presenter is leaning on furniture or not looking at the audience.

	Slides 
	Student's presentation is neat, appealing to the eye and reflects considerable effort and creativity. 
	Student's presentation is neat, appealing to the eye and reflects moderate effort and creativity. 
	Student's presentation is neat, appealing to the eye. 
	The student uses no slides OR the slides created detract from the presentation. 

	Time-Limit 
	Presentation is 4-6 minutes long. 
	Presentation is less than 4 minutes long. 
	Presentation is less than 3 minutes long. 
	Presentation is less than 2 minutes OR more than 6 minutes. 


	Component
	Point Value
	Points Earned
	Comments            

	Cover Letter
	10
	
	

	Career #1
	20
	
	

	Career #2
	20
	
	

	Career #3
	20
	
	

	Works Cited Page
	10
	
	

	Presentation
	20
	
	


